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 CONSTITUTION AND POLITY 

Formation Day 
Seven Indian states — Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Karnataka 

and Kerala -- observed their foundation day on 1st November. The Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation 

Act of 2014 bifurcated the erstwhile Andhra Pradesh into two separate states, namely, Andhra 

Pradesh and Telangana. 

 In 2000, Chhattisgarh was created out of Madhya Pradesh. 

 In 1966, the State of Punjab was bifurcated to create Haryana. 

 Kerala and Karnataka were formed under the States Reorganisation Act, 1956. 

Constitutional Provision 

Article 3 authorises the Parliament to: 

 Form a new state by separation of territory from any state or by uniting two or more states or 

parts of states or by uniting any territory to a part of any state. 

 Increase the area of any state, 

 Diminish the area of any state, 

 Alter the boundaries of any state, 

 Alter the name of any state. 

However, Article 3 lays down two conditions: 

 The Bill can be introduced in the Parliament only with the prior recommendation of the 

President; 

 Before recommending the bill, the President has to refer the same to the state legislature 

concerned for expressing its views within a specified period. 
o The President (or Parliament) is not bound by the views of the state legislature and 

may either accept or reject them, even if the views are received in time. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS- BILATERAL, GROUPINGS, ORGANISATIONS 

Rules Eased For Kartarpur Pilgrims 

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan announced that Sikh pilgrims from India would only need a 

valid ID and not a passport to travel to Kartarpur. 

About: 

 For Sikhs from India coming for pilgrimage to the Gurdwara Darbar Sahib, the shrine of Guru 

Nanak Dev in Kartarpur, Pakistan has waived off two requirements: 

 Sikh pilgrims from India would only need a valid ID and not a passport to travel to Kartarpur. 

 The condition requiring pilgrims to register 10 days before their arrival at the Gurdwara 

Darbar Sahib, the shrine of Guru Nanak Dev in Kartarpur, had been waived. 

 Also, no fee would be charged from them on the opening day of the corridor and on Guru 

Nanak’s 550th birth anniversary. 
Related Info:  

 The Kartarpur Corridor will connect the Dera Baba Nanak shrine in India’s Punjab with 

Darbar Sahib at Kartarpur, four kilometres from the International Border, in Narowal district 

of Pakistan’s Punjab province. 

India Germany Relations 
German Federal Chancellor Angela Merkel visited India from 31 October - 1 November 2019 for the 

fifth round of Inter-Governmental Consultations (IGC). 

About: 

 Chancellor Merkel and Prime Minister Modi reiterated that the Indo-German Strategic 

Partnership is based on the common values and principles of democracy, free and fair trade 

and rules-based international order. 

 They welcomed the success of the ‘Make in India Mittelstand’ (MIIM) Programme which has 

helped facilitate over 135 German Mittelstand and family-owned companies. 

 They acknowledged the successful work under the German Indian Startup Exchange Program 

(GINSEP) and welcomed the introduction of a new German Accelerator (GA) programme 

"Next Step India”, which could lead to a full programme for German Startups in India. 

List of MoUs/Agreements signed during the visit: 
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 Joint Declaration of Intent on: Consultations for the period 2020-2024; Indo-German 

Partnership for Green Urban Mobility; Cooperation in R&D on Artificial Intelligence; 

cooperation in the field of prevention of marine litter and Cooperation within the International 
Smart Cities Network. 

 MoU for Cooperation in Inland, Coastal and Maritime Technology. 

 MoU on Establishment of an Academic Collaboration in Ayurveda, Yoga and Meditation. 

 MoU between National Institute of Agricultural Extension Management MANAGE and the 

German Agricultural Academy DEULA in the city of Nienburg on collaboration in 

agricultural technical and professional training. 

 MoU on the Extension of Indo-German Partnership in Higher Education. 

 MoU between All India Football Federation (AIFF) and DeutscherFußball-Bund e.V (DFB). 

Elephant Bonds 

A High Level Advisory Group on Trade Policy (HLAG) headed by Surjit S Bhalla has recently 

suggested the government to issue ‘Elephant Bonds’. This will help India to recover up to $500 billion 

of black money that is stashed overseas. 
Key Points 

 An Elephant Bond is a 25-year sovereign bond (a bond issued by a national government). 

o This bond is issued to those people who declare their previously undisclosed income 

and are then bound to invest 50% of that amount in these securities. 
o The fund gathered by the issuance of these bonds is utilized to finance infrastructure 

projects only. 

 HLAG recommended these bonds in order to boost India’s growth by utilizing the collected 

money (via this mechanism) to fund infrastructure projects in the country. 

 One of the key features of the proposed mechanism is that those disclosing their black money 

will receive immunity from all local laws including those under foreign exchange, black 
money laws, and taxation laws. 

o This would enable people to bring their offshore undisclosed wealth into India 

without fear of prosecution. 
o Countries like Indonesia, Pakistan, Argentina, and the Philippines have already 

launched their own tax amnesty schemes for persons who disclose undeclared income 

without the risk of prosecution. 
o Tax amnesty is a limited-time opportunity for a specified group of taxpayers to pay a 

defined amount, in exchange for forgiveness of tax liability (including interests and 

penalties). 

 The move is also expected to bring down the real interest rate. It will also strengthen the rupee. 

 The HLAG was set up under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry in the year 2018. 

Chile 
Chile, the designated host for this year’s UN climate change conference, has said it would not be able 

to organise the December event because of political unrest at home. Spain has stepped in and offered 

to host it on the same dates, December 2-13. 
2019 chilean protests: 

 Chile has been witnessing largescale demonstrations that started with protests against 

suburban train fare hike two weeks ago. It quickly developed into a mass movement 

demanding greater equality and better public services, and a change in dictatorship-era 
Constitution. 

 The trigger was a modest 4% increase in subway fares announced on October 1. On October 

7, the day after the new fares came into effect, school students launched a campaign to dodge 

them and trended #EvasionMasiva, or ‘Mass Evasion’ on social media. 

COP25: 

 The signatories to the 1992 UNFCC (UN Framework Convention on Climate Change) meet 

to discuss and decide on steps that countries need to take to fight climate change. 

 The year-end conference, called COP (Conference of Parties to the UNFCC), have been held 

since 1995, and never been postponed. This will be the 25th edition of the meeting, hence 

COP25. 
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 The venue for the COP meeting is rotated among the five UN-identified regions — Africa, 

Asia-Pacific, Eastern Europe, Latin America and Caribbean, and Western Europe and Others. 

Unesco Creative Cities Network (UCCN) 
UNESCO has designated Mumbai as a member of UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) in the 

field of FILM and Hyderabad in the field of GASTRONOMY. UCCN now counts a total of 246 

cities. 

About: 

 UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN), created in 2004, is a network of cities which are 

thriving, active centres of cultural activities in their respective countries. 

 The member cities that form part of the Network come from all continents and regions with 

different income levels and populations. 

 They work together towards a common mission: placing creativity and the creative economy 

at the core of their urban development plans to make cities safe, resilient, inclusive and 
sustainable, in line with the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 The 7 categories for recognition under UCCN are as follows- 

o Crafts and Folk Arts 

o Design 
o Film 

o Gastronomy 

o Music 

o Media Arts 
o Literature 

 Previously, 3 Indian cities were recognized as members of UCCN, namely- 

o Jaipur-Crafts and Folk Arts(2015) 

o Varanasi-Creative city of Music (2015) 
o Chennai-Creative city of Music(2017) 

SCOJtEx-2019 

Union Minister of Home Affairs Amit Shah will inaugurate the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) Joint Exercise on Urban Earthquake Search & Rescue (SCOJtEx-2019) on 04th November, 

2019 at Dr. Ambedkar International Center, New Delhi. 

About: 

 On the initiative of Government of India, the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is 

hosting SCOJtEx-2019. 

 It is being organized with the aim to provide an opportunity to enhance the coordination & 

co-operation involving multi-agency operations in an earthquake scenario. 

 The four day long simulation exercise shall be held from 4-7 November, 2019 at Delhi. 

 The participants of all 08 member countries namely China, India, Kazakhastan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan shall be participating in this exercise. 

 The four day long simulation exercise shall be conducted as per the International Search & 

Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) methodology & guidelines. 

ISSUES RELATED TO INTERNAL SECURITY AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

AFSPA In J&K, Ladakh 

The central government has bestowed on itself the authority to declare any area in the newly-created 
Union Territories (UTs) of Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh as "disturbed" under the AFSPA, which 

gives sweeping powers to security forces to act against any suspect. 

About: 

o Till the bifurcation of the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir, the state government 
through district magistrates were empowered to declare a particular district or police station 

area "disturbed" under the AFSPA. 

o Administration of the Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special Powers Act, 1990 (21 of 
1990) in both the UTs is now vested with the Department of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh 

Affairs under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). 

o The AFSPA has been applicable to the erstwhile state since 1990. However, Leh and Kargil 
areas under the new UT of Ladakh were never declared as disturbed. 
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o With the bifurcation of the state, the police and law and order of both the UTs would be 

managed by the MHA through the respective Lieutenant Governors of the two UTs. 

ENVIRONMENT- CONSERVATION, BIO-DIVERSITY AND ISSUES 

BASIC Environment Ministers Meet 

Recently, the 29th meeting of environment ministers from the BASIC nations (Brazil, South Africa, 

India and China) was held in Beijing, China. A statement was issued calling for a comprehensive 
implementation of the Paris Agreement (2015). 

Key Points 

 Apart from laying emphasis on Paris agreement, the group of ministers also called on the 

developed nations to deliver on their commitment to provide $100 billion climate finance to 
the developing countries. 

o The developed world under the Copenhagen Accord (established during the 2009 

United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP-15) had promised $100 billion per 
year from 2012 to 2020. This fund is known as the Green Climate Fund. 

o Green Climate Fund aims to help the developing and least developing countries to 

mitigate climate change issues as the Paris agreement comes into effect. However, 

only about $10-20 billion has been contributed so far. 

 The meeting is in accordance with the principles of equity, common but differentiated 

responsibilities and respective capabilities (CBDR-RC). 

o Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities (CBDR–

RC) is a principle within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) that acknowledges the different capabilities and differing 

responsibilities of individual countries in addressing climate change. 

 The Group also underlined the importance of a full, effective and sustained implementation of 

the UNFCCC, its Kyoto Protocol (1997-2012) and its Paris Agreement. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY- EVERYDAY SCIENCE, SPACE, NUCLEAR, DEFENCE 

ETC 

Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) Submarine 

The DRDO tested a land-based prototype of an Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) submarine at the 
Naval Materials Research Laboratory in Ambernath, Maharashtra. The land-based prototype was 

engineered to the form-and-fit of a submarine. 

About: 

 Submarines are essentially of two types: conventional and nuclear. 

 Conventional submarines use a diesel-electric engine, and must surface daily for oxygen for 

fuel combustion. If fitted with an Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) system, the submarine 

needs to take in oxygen only once a week. 

 In a fuel cell AIP, an electrolytic fuel cell releases energy by combining hydrogen and 

oxygen, with only water as the waste product. The cells are highly efficient, and do not have 
moving parts, thus ensuring that the submarine has a low acoustic signature. 

 A fuel cell-based AIP, like the one developed by DRDO, is known to deliver better 

performance compared to other technologies.  

Significance: 

 Because diesel-electric submarines require to come to the surface frequently to charge their 

batteries, their underwater endurance time is less. AIP technology helps to make the diesel 
generator less dependent on surface air. 

 The AIP system enhances the submerged endurance of diesel-electric submarines several 

times, thus having a multiplier effect on its lethality. 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

Don’t lose hope. You never know what tomorrow may bring. 
 

 


